Happy Homestead Cemetery District 

General Rules & Regulations

A.
Definitions.  As used in these regulations, the following terms shall have the following meanings:


1.
Board or Trustees shall mean the Board of Trustees of the Happy Homestead Cemetery District.


2.
District shall mean the Happy Homestead Cemetery District.


3.
Manager shall mean the Manager of the Happy Homestead Cemetery.


4.
Lot Owner shall mean one who has purchased interment rights.

B.
Care of Graves and Cemetery Grounds.  The absolute control of the cemetery grounds in every particular is vested in the cemetery Board of Trustees. Lot Owners and others are entitled only to such privileges within the grounds as are provided by these Happy Homestead Cemetery District General Rules & Regulations. Subject to this control, the following shall be the rules regulating the general care of the graves and cemetery grounds.


1.
No person shall plant trees, shrubs, flowers or plants on any grave or in any part of the cemetery property.


2.
Fresh flowers in regulation vases and fresh flower wreaths secured to wire stands are permitted at any time of the year. Not more than two regulation vases will be permitted on any grave, and only one niche vase will be permitted on each niche. Regulation and niche vases may be obtained at the office.


3.
Artificial flowers in regulation vases and artificial wreaths secured to wire stands will be allowed only during the months of November through March. Artificial flowers in niche vases will be permitted throughout the year. The size of the niche flower bouquet shall be limited to the perimeters of the niche plate. Flower bouquets exceeding the perimeters of the niche will be removed and discarded or cut down to the appropriate size. If artificial flowers start to discolor, fade or deteriorate, cemetery employees will remove and dispose of them.


4.
No person shall place on any grave any toy, boxes, globes, shells, cans, jugs, bottles and/or other bric-a-brac of any kind. 


5.
Dead flowers and other rubbish must be placed in containers provided for that purpose.


6.
No lot or grave shall be defined by an architectural object or by any marker.


7.
Improvements may be made to any lot or public portion of the cemetery grounds at any time by the Board or its authorized agents at the cost of the District.


8.
No curbing or masonry of any description shall be placed or installed on any lot.


9.
No person shall burn any combustible material within the cemetery grounds.


10.
No person or persons not employed or approved by cemetery authorities shall excavate any earth, lay or remove any sod or alter the grade of any lot within the cemetery or remove or trim any tree or shrub. 

C.
Memorial Marker Rules. 


Please obtain a copy of the Happy Homestead Cemetery District Memorial Marker Rules from the cemetery office before ordering a headstone to be placed in this cemetery.

D.
Burials.  Lot Owners, morticians and other persons shall comply with the following regulations in the use of lots and plots for burial purposes.



1.
Cremation interments shall be made after 8:00 a.m. and prior to 3:00 p.m., full casket interments shall be made after 8:00 a.m. and prior to 2:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. No graves are to be opened or burials made on Saturdays, Sundays or legal holidays, or outside normal hours of operation. Should an exception to this regulation be desired, please contact the cemetery office for a possible formal exception before any arrangements are made.   



2.
A Permit for Disposition of Human Remains (Burial Permit) must, in all cases, accompany the body to the cemetery. A faxed copy of the permit shall be accepted, but the original document must be received at the cemetery office within five (5) working days.



3.
No services in connection with a burial will be made until charges for such services as fixed by the Board have been paid to an authorized employee of the District. (Gov’t Code, Article 16, Sec. 6)



4.
An approved vault, concrete crypt or metal receptacle shall be used for all full-size burials. An approved vault, liner or the placement of a cement lid over the casket is required on all infant burials.



5.
A minimum container of a cloth covered wood casket with handles is required for all interments except for cremated remains.



6.
No casket shall be opened before, during or following a service without the expressed permission of the deceased’s family, and then only under the direct supervision of the funeral director in charge.



7.
Except when ordered by a court, disinterments will be at the discretion of the Board. When allowed, cemetery personnel will open the grave and/or open the vault or liner. The District, its employees and its Trustees shall be held harmless in the process of removing a casket and/or for any damages to the vault, casket or remains.



8.
Burial of cremains will be permitted in an adult grave where a regular burial has or will be made, with permission of the Lot Owner or his/her heirs. Where a double marker is provided, two cremains will be permitted per twelve (12) square feet of available lot space.



9.
No Certificate of Burial Rights holder shall allow any interment to be made in his/her plot for any type of remuneration.



10.
No grave shall be graded or mounded; ad the top of the grave shall be level with the surrounding area when fully settled.



11.
All niches at the cemetery measure 9-1/2” x 9-1/2” x 10”.  The niches are sold as single niches or double niches. It is the responsibility of the family to make sure that the urn or urns to be placed in the niche can fit within the above measurements.

E.
Fees and Charges.  From time to time the Board shall re-establish the charges for plots and services. A schedule of the current fees is available for inspection at all reasonable hours in the cemetery office.



1.
In addition to the above fees and charges, the Board shall establish the amount to be paid by the purchaser(s) for deposit into the Endowment Care Fund in accordance with Section 8738 of the California Health and Safety Code. Such amount(s) paid into the Endowment Care Fund is non-refundable.



2.
Non-Resident Fees shall be charged for burial of a person who was not living or paying taxes at the time of death, but who is eligible for burial in a cemetery of the District under Sections 9060 and 9061 of the California Health and Safety Code.



3.
Any cremation burial in an adult grave (as referenced in D8 above) on which the Endowment Care Fee has not been paid shall be subject to the prevailing Endowment Care Fee at the time of use.

F.
Legal Provisions.  



1.
Burial in the District’s cemetery shall be limited in accordance with Section 9060 of the California Health and Safety Code as it now exists or may hereafter be amended. For the purpose of these Rules & Regulations, interments shall be limited to residents and taxpayers of the District, their family members and eligible non-residents as provided in Sections 9060 and 9061 of the California Health and Safety Code.



2.
Each person paying the required fee(s) shall be issued a Certificate of Burial Rights. The interest acquired b such person shall not be an interest in real property, but shall simply be the revocable right granted to the certificate holder to use said lot for burial purposes in accordance with the Rules & Regulations set forth herein.  An assignment of burial rights may be made to a family member and will be recognized by the Board, whether said assignment is made during his/her lifetime or is made by Will or is acquired by inheritance. No such transfer of burial rights shall be legal unless filed in the office of said cemetery. Should the transfer be a resident family member, he/she may exercise the acquired burial rights. Should he/she be a non-resident or person otherwise ineligible, he/she may sell the acquired rights to the District at the price originally paid.



3.
If a Lot Owner has no further need for burial rights, he/she may – by written application to the District – sell his/her Certificate to the District at the price originally paid.

G.
Liability.  The District, its Board and all individual members of said Board and all District personnel shall be held harmless for injury or damage suffered by any person – including children – in their use of the cemetery grounds. Any person using the driveways or paths in the cemetery shall do so at their own risk.

H.
Convalescent Homes / Hospitals.  It is the policy of Happy Homestead Cemetery District that all convalescent homes/hospitals are to be considered as temporary residences. The qualification for burial by a person living in a convalescent home will be determined by their last permanent residence or their taxpayer status within the District’s boundaries. A person living in a convalescent home/hospital whose last permanent residence was within District boundaries may purchase a pre-need lot in Happy Homestead Cemetery. However, if said person leaves the convalescent home/hospital to a residence outside District boundaries, a Non-Resident Fee will be charged at the time of interment.

I.
Previously Adopted Rules & Regulations.  All rules and regulations previously adopted inconsistent with the foregoing are hereby repealed.

J.
Exceptions.  Any person desiring an exception to any cemetery rule or regulation that is not already herein provided for should appeal to the Happy Homestead Cemetery District Board of Trustees.  Please contact the cemetery office to advise of your issue and request that the issue be added to the Agenda of the next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees.  Once the issue has been added to the Agenda, the Board is free to discuss and act upon that issue.

Approved, adopted and effective the 12th day of January 2006 by order of the Board of Trustees of Happy Homestead Cemetery District.

David J. Kelly, Chairman




The original and executed HHCD General
George G. Perusits, Secretary
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